
Introduction 

Cherokee-Yahara River Estuary Rehabilitation Project: 
 

Recreation Enhancement 

Goals and Objectives 

Recreational Boating and Fishing Access 

Bird, Wildlife, and Nature Viewing 

Add Title Here 
The project area is Cherokee Lake and a portion of the 
Yahara River called the Cherokee-Yahara River Estuary.  The 
total project area is approximately 670 acres.  Total shoreline 
length is approximately 7 miles long and is surrounded 
predominately by public shoreline (95% or 6.63 miles long).  
There are multiple (>7) public access points along City of 
Madison shoreline for neighborhood kayak and canoe users.  
The project site contains two publicly noticed access sites as 
shown in the map below.  According to the Wisconsin DNR 
Surface Water Data Viewer, the area is designated as an area 
of Special Natural Resource Interest (ASNRI). The project is 
also within a designated 303(d)impaired water.  

Other Recreational Opportunities 
In addition to the approximately 670 acres of water in 
the project area, there are over 2,000 acres of public 
land adjacent to the study area.  These public lands are 
owned by the State of Wisconsin, Dane County, city of 
Madison, and Town of Westport. Managing these lands 
to both conserve and protect the environment and 
provide recreational opportunities to the public is 
important to all of the land owning governmental 
entities in this area. In addition to boating, fishing, 
hiking, photography, nature and wildlife viewing, the 
following is a partial listing of additional recreational 
activities that currently occur within the planning area.   

 
• Dog Exercise Area 
• Cross Country Skiing  
• Snowshoeing  
• Hunting  
• Trapping 
• Geocaching  
• Playground 
• Soccer / Ultimate Frisbee Field 
• Basketball Court 
• Sunbathing 
• Picnicking  
• Trail Running  
• Yoga / Tai Chi 
• Stargazing  
• Golf (private course) 

 
In the past the City of Madison has evaluated a 
swimming beach location on Lake Cherokee at Cherokee 
Park.  There is currently not plan to move forward with 
such a project.  

Protecting the shorelines of Cherokee Marsh is critically important to the preservation of the 
thousands of acres of conservation lands adjoining Lake Cherokee.   Bird, wildlife, and nature viewing 
are popular activities in the parks around Lake Cherokee. There are more than 12 miles of walking 
and hiking trails in Cherokee Marsh.   Nature watching and birding are very popular activities in the 
area.  Photography is also a common recreational activity within the area.  
               
                Multiple governmental agencies and dedicated  
                volunteers continue to work together towards 
                improving access to the area through trail  
                development and habitat restoration work.   
          
                 Improvements to the estuary would enhance  
                 these activities by both reducing erosion and  
                 improving natural habitat for both native flora 
                 and fauna.  
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One of the most popular forms of recreation in the Cherokee-Yahara River Estuary is boating and 
fishing. Recreational boating in this area includes both motorized and non-motorized watercraft.  
Recreational fishing includes both fishing from boats and from the shore.  In addition to the official 
access points, there are multiple public access points along the City shoreline.  There is also limited 
rentable kayak/canoe storage locations within the City of Madison’s Cherokee Park neighborhood 
park.  
 
Dane County is working to complete a new carry-in boat landing north of Lake Cherokee just off of 
Highway 19.  The City of Madison Parks Division is evaluating options to make improvements to the 
boat landing and parking lot accessed from Wheeler/School Road.   Both of these projects will make 
it easier and safer to get onto the water in this area.  Additionally, the City has considered the 
potential for installation of a pier in the future at Cherokee Park.  
 
Many of the proposed improvements to the estuary will provide benefits to enhancing the number 
and diversity of species of fish present.  Some of the proposed practices and improvements would 
also limit less desirable species, such as carp.    

The goal is to create a long-term rehabilitation plan for 
the Cherokee-Yahara River Estuary that responds to 
diverse regional and local needs. The rehabilitation plan 
will provide a vision for improvements to Cherokee over 
time and will serve as a planning tool.   
 
The specific objectives are: 
• Enhance recreation and education 
• Improve fishery and wildlife 
• Improve Water Quality and decrease phosphorus 

loading 
• Enhance sediment trapping efficiency 
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Cherokee Park –  
City of Madison Neighborhood Park 
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